45 MIN.

GOD & VOCATION BIBLE STUDY O InterVarsity
PURPOSE

Remember that we are meeting together to discover and discuss any connections we
see between spirituality and vocation. Although our study will flow from a Christian
worldview, we welcome perspectives from other faith and non-faith traditions. What we
do with our bodies and our lives, our vocation, matters deeply. We will explore how our
vocation can be a participation in God's work of renewing all things and how vocation is
related to the career we are pursuing.

GATHERING (10 MINUTES)

e What stuck with you from the conversation about following Jesus in our last study?

e What did you learn about yourself, humanity, or God?

SCRIPTURE DISCUSSION (30 MINUTES]

Today we will read from the book of Daniel, an ancient prophetic text considered
sacred in the Jewish and Christian traditions. Daniel was a Hebrew man who was taken
captive along with many others by the Babylonian empire after they attacked the city of
Jerusalem. The third year of Jehoiakim was 606-605 BC (verse 1), and the first year of
Cyrus’ reign over Babylon began in October 539 BC (verse 21).

DANIEL 1:1-21 (NLT)

During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 The Lord gave him victory over King
Jehoiakim of Judah and permitted him to take some of the sacred objects from the
Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land of Babylonia and
placed them in the treasure-house of his god.

® Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of the
young men of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, who had been brought

to Babylon as captives. * “Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young men,”
he said. “Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted with
knowledge and good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these
young men in the language and literature of Babylon.” ® The king assigned them a daily
ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. They were to be trained for three years,
and then they would enter the royal service.

¢ Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all from
the tribe of Judah. 7 The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names:
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Daniel was called Belteshazzar.
Hananiah was called Shadrach.
Mishael was called Meshach.

Azariah was called Abednego.

& But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given
to them by the king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these
unacceptable foods. * Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection
for Daniel. '° But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that
you eat this food and wine. If you become pale and thin compared to the other youths
your age, | am afraid the king will have me beheaded.”

"' Daniel spoke with the attendant who had been appointed by the chief of staff to look
after Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. '? “Please test us for ten days on a diet

of vegetables and water,” Daniel said. '* “At the end of the ten days, see how we look
compared to the other young men who are eating the king’s food. Then make your
decision in light of what you see.” ' The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and
tested them for ten days.

'5 At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better
nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king. ' So
after that, the attendant fed them only vegetables instead of the food and wine provided
for the others.

"7 God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect
of literature and wisdom. And God gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the
meanings of visions and dreams.

'® When the training period ordered by the king was completed, the chief of staff
brought all the young men to King Nebuchadnezzar. ' The king talked with them, and
no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they
entered the royal service. 2 Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring
wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of the
magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom.

21 Daniel remained in the royal service until the first year of the reign of King Cyrus.
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* What do you appreciate about this content?
¢ What makes you wonder? What do you disagree with?

* Make a list of everything Babylon is doing to force Daniel and his companions to
assimilate. What do you imagine it was like for Daniel and the others to face this
situation after being forcibly removed from their homeland?

e Daniel resists by refusing the king'’s food, one of the very few choices remaining in
the total program of assimilation. Why do you think Daniel was trying so hard to
preserve his identity while being held captive?

NEXT STEPS (5 MINUTES)

Which next step will you take this week based on our discussion today? Choose one.

Perspective: In your field of study, where do you notice forces of assimilation?
How have they affected you? Others around you? Ponder which aspects of these forces
are healthy and helpful and which are difficult or potentially damaging to you or others.

Engagement: Research institutions in your field that have worked hard to create welcoming
spaces for a diversity of people. What have they done well and what impact has it made?
What could they still do better? You could also look at institutions that have not worked
at welcoming differences. How has this decision impacted their work?

Investment: Gather a few people in your field of study to talk about forces of assimilation
and what it could look like to influence the institutions and structures around you. Invite
people to share from their unique background how their field has felt aligned with their
culture and practices and any places where alignment has been more difficult. What
might renewal look like in these places?
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