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Sharing the Gospel

What Would You Say?

Confession: It can feel scary to share the gospel. What if we
don't do it justice or leave out something important? Or, what
if we let our fear keep us from sharing the gospel at all?! When
coaching someone to use The Big Story, they may feel anxiety
about not presenting the gospel perfectly. But as you take
them through this course, try the following:

Acknowledge your own anxieties about evangelism.
Create space for them to share their own concerns
and fears. Listen well.

Let them know that perfection isn't the goal; caring
conversation is.

Reassure them that The Big Story is just a few simple
steps.

Invite them to ask God to speak through them as they
present this gospel summary to others.

The Big Story
As you can imagine from the name, The Big Story sums up the major points of the story of the gospel
through four worlds—Designed for Good, Damaged by Evil, Restored for Better, and Sent Together
to Heal—that follow the biblical narrative of creation, fall, redemption, and mission.

Preparing to Share
Here are three common settings with opportunities to share the Big Story and how to tailor the invitation:

The best way to introduce
students and faculty to The Big
Story is to model sharing it
yourself. This can be done in
small or large group situations
(using a flip chart, whiteboard,
proxe station, or even
PowerPoint). As you're presenting
the Big Story, pause to allow
questions and for the people
you're coaching to interact with
the material. At the end of the
training, challenge participants to
practice with a partner.

1-1 — Having a conversation with a friend or at a proxe, your invitation will be more direct and

intimate.

In a small group — Regardless of whether you are leading the small group or not, your invitation

will be more communal and gentler.

In a large group — In a more presentational style, your invitation will need to be logistical with

clear instructions.

Five steps to help you practice sharing the Big Story.

Don’t wing it - When you know the message clearly and have practiced it in your own words, it

won't be a mystery to you or your audience.

Practice out loud — The physical act of saying it will help your confidence and help you get a feel

for it.

Get feedback — Use your community to help you get it down and get it better.

Process your fear — Your feelings show you care, so pray and invite God into the space.

Celebrate response — You did it and that's a win!
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Presenting The Big Story

Share the Big Story by drawing one circle at a time and using the prompits.

Circle 1: Designed for Good
Christian worldview: world was
designed for good. Meant to be
in loving relationship with God,
in harmony with creation, and
true community with each other.

Circle 4: Sent Together to Heal
God wants us to join his resistance
effort against evil. With the Holy
Spirit, we forgive, fight injustice
and oppression, and submit to
Jesus' leadership in our lives.

Circle 2: Damaged by Evil

Our self-centeredness damaged
God's world (sin). We still add to
the mess. Name examples of how
we damage. On our own, we can
never be who we long to be.

Circle 3: Restored for Better
God loves the world too much to
leave it this way. Jesus came to
restore the world for better. Evil
and sin — died on the cross with
him. Resurrection: evil doesn't
have the final say. Name
examples of restoration in Jesus.

Inviting a Response
Inviting a Response: 1-1

"But, we have to make a decision. First, will we live with ourselves at the center of the story, or will we let
God become the center of our story? In order to be sent to heal, we must turn from our selfishness and

trust Jesus with our lives. This is what the Bible means when it says, ‘Repent of your sins." Living with Jesus

at the center of our story means accepting that through the cross and resurrection, we can be different

people and receive a change of heart both now and for eternity. And that means making him the center

of your life and following his leadership for you. Are you ready to do that?”

Explain that when we put our trust in Jesus, he promises to heal our
relationship with him and begin teaching us to love and forgive others. Invite
the person to say this prayer:

"Jesus, | believe that your death and resurrection broke the cycle of
corruption in the world and in me. | acknowledge my responsibility in
contributing to the damage in the world. | receive your forgiveness. | choose
to follow you and let you be my leader. | receive your Spirit.”

If they say NO

“What would help you be ready?” Listen well and engage in conversation.

You can close with: “Would you like to learn more about Jesus in a Bible
study with friends?” Ask them when they're free and then ask if you can pray
with them.

If they say they
ALREADY HAVE

Celebrate and move on to the next paragraph.

" After we believe, we join in his mission on campus and in the world to live

and share his good news. That might mean telling a friend about Jesus. Are
you ready to do that? How do you anticipate that following Jesus will shape
your life?"

Inviting a Response: Small Group

e Read the Big Story out loud together.
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Present the decision as a choice to put ourselves at the center of the story of let God become the
center. This decision can be made by non-believers and believers.

Prompt the small group members to consider what their response looks like today.

Give everyone 20 seconds of silence.

Ask each member if they made a decision today.

“That's fantastic, I'm so glad you made this decision. Let's take a minute to
celebrate and pray for you now. Then, later let's talk and I'd like to hear more
about what this decision meant for you.”

“I'm so glad that our small group can talk about and consider something as

If they say NO personal and as important as faith in Jesus together. Thanks for sharing with

us where you are, I'm happy that we can talk about this openly and honestly.”

"Considering faith in Jesus is a very important and personal decision and it
can come with lots of strong emotions. Sara is clearly having an important

If they CRY moment right now. Let's give her some space to continue processing. Sara, |

want you to know that I'm here if you want to process or pray with someone.”

Introducing the Big Story to Groups

Tips for presenting in a large group setting:

Use the 3-part call to faith:

o Cue the group during the message to let them know ahead of time that they will be
invited to make a public response of faith.

o Play a response song immediately preceding the call to faith.

o Give the calll The ideal length of a call to faith is 5-10 minutes. Write out the invitation
beforehand if it's your first time. Be specific and direct about how you are asking them
to respond.

Give three distinct calls to “please stand/raise your hand/[other activity].” Immediately follow
with a 3 second pause, then an encouragement or challenge, followed by the next invitation.
Prepare a student follow-up team who will be down in the front of the room waiting to pray
with the new believers. Have them ask “What did standing up mean for you tonight?” Then

lead the person in a prayer appropriate for their response, followed by filling out a contact card.
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Related Resources

e Praying into the Mission: Intro to 2+ Prayer

e Small Group Invitation to Faith

Recommended Courses

e Knowing Where Someone is Spiritually

e Running a Proxe Station

Visit the Ministry Playbook to learn more about leading, planting, and building Kingdom movements on
college campuses: https://www.theministryplaybook.com/
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