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The Gospel According to
Mark

The begi nning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is witten in |Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, | send

nmy messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy

way; the voice of one crying in the wlderness:

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight --"

John the baptizer appeared in the wlderness, preaching a
bapti sm of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there
went out to himall the country of Judea, and all the people
of Jerusalem and they were baptized by himin the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed wth
canel’s hair, and had a | eather girdle around his waist, and
ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After
me cones he who is mghtier than I, the thong of whose sandal s
I amnot worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized

you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus canme from Nazareth of Galil ee and was
bapti zed by John in the Jordan. And when he cane up out

of the water, immedi ately he saw t he heavens opened and the
Spirit descending upon himlike a dove; and a voice cane
from heaven, “Thou art mny bel oved Son; with thee I am well

pl eased.” The Spirit inmediately drove himout into the

wi | derness. And he was in the wilderness forty days,

tenpted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and

the angels mnistered to him Now after John was

arrested, Jesus canme into Galilee, preaching the gospe

of God, and saying, “The tine is fulfilled, and the

Ki ngdom of CGod is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.”
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And passing along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Si non and
Andrew the brother of Sinon casting a net in the sea; for

they were fishernen. And Jesus said to them “Follow nme and

I will make you becone fishers of nen.” And i mediately

they left their nets and followed him And going on a little
farther, he saw Janes the son of Zeb' edee and John his brother
who were in their boat nending the nets. And inmediately he
called them and they left their father Zeb' edee in the

boat with the hired servants, and followed him And they

went into Caper' naum and i medi ately on the sabbath he entered
t he synagogue and taught. And they were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and

not as the scribes. And immediately there was in their synagogue
a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, “Wat have you
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you conme to destroy
us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus
rebuked him saying, “Be silent, and cone out of him” And
the uncl ean spirit, convulsing himand crying with a |oud

voi ce, came out of him And they were all amazed, so that

t hey questioned anong thensel ves, saying, “Wat is this?

A new teaching! Wth authority he conmands even the uncl ean
spirits, and they obey him” And at once his fanme spread
everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.
And i mredi ately he left the synagogue, and entered the house

of Sinmon and Andrew, wth Janmes and John. Now Sinon’s nother-
in-law lay sick with a fever, and i mediately they told him

of her. And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her
up, and the fever left her; and she served them That evening,

at sundown, they brought to himall who were sick or possessed
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wi th denmons. And the whole city was gathered together about

the door. And he heal ed many who were sick with various di seases,
and cast out many denons; and he would not pernmit the denobns

to speak, because they knew him And in the norning, a great
whi | e before day, he rose and went out to a lonely place, and
there he prayed. And Sinon and those who were with hi m pursued
him and they found himand said to him “Every one is searching
for you.” And he said to them “Let us go on to the next

towns, that | may preach there also: for that is why | cane
out.” And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their

synagogues and casting out denons. And a |leper cane to him

beseeching him and kneeling said to him “If you will, you
can nake ne clean.” Mwved with pity, he stretched out his
hand and touched him and said to him “I wll; be clean.”

And imredi ately the leprosy left him and he was made cl ean
And he sternly charged him and sent himaway at once, and
said to him “See that you say nothing to any one; but go,
show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing what
Moses commanded, for a proof to the people.” But he went

out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news,
so that Jesus could no | onger openly enter a town, but was

out in the country; and people cane to himfromevery quarter
And when he returned to Caper' naum after some days, it was
reported that he was at hone. And many were gat hered together
so that there was no | onger roomfor them not even about the
door; and he was preaching the word to them And they cane,
bringing to him a paralytic carried by four nmen. And when

they could not get near himbecause of the crowd, they renoved
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t he roof above him and when they had made an opening, they

et down the pallet on which the paralytic lay. And when

Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “My son

your sins are forgiven.” Now sone of the scribes were sitting
there, questioning in their hearts. “Wy does this man speak
thus? 1t is blasphemy! Wo can forgive sins but God al one?”
And i mredi ately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they

t hus questioned within thenselves, said to them “Wy do you
question thus in your hearts? Wich is easier, to say to the
paral ytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Rise, take

up your pallet and wal k’? But that you may know that the

Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins” -- he said to
the paralytic — “l say to you, rise, take up your pallet and

go home.” And he rose, and i medi ately took up the pallet and
went out before themall; so that they were all amazed and
glorified God, saying, “W never saw anything like this!” He
went out again beside the sea; and all the crowd gat hered about
him and he taught them And as he passed on, he saw Levi the
son of Al phaeus sitting at the tax office, and he said to him
“Follow me.” And he rose and followed him And as he sat at
table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were sitting
wi th Jesus and his disciples; for there were many who foll owed him
And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was
eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples,
“Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” And when
Jesus heard it, he said to them *“Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick; | cane not to cal
the righteous, but sinners.” Now John's disciples and the

Phari sees were fasting; and people came and said to him

“Why do John’ s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees
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fast, but your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to

them "“Can the weddi ng guests fast while the bridegroomis

with then? As long as they have the bridegroomw th them

they cannot fast. The days will cone, when the bridegroom

is taken away fromthem and then they will fast in that day.
No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garnent; if

he does, the patch tears away fromit, the new fromthe old,
and a worse tear is nade. And no one puts new wine into old

wi neskins; if he does, the wine will burst the skins, and the
wine is lost, and so are the skins; but newwne is for fresh
skins.” One sabbath he was goi ng through the grainfields;

and as they nade their way his disciples began to pluck ears of
grain. And the Pharisees said to him “Look, why are they doing
what is not |awful on the sabbath?” And he said to them *“Have
you never read what David did, when he was in need and was
hungry, he and those who were with him how he entered the
house of God, when Abi'athar was high priest, and ate the

bread of the Presence, which is not |lawful for any but the
priests to eat, and also gave it to those who were with hin®”
And he said to them “The sabbath was made for man, not nan

for the sabbath; so the Son of man is lord even of the sabbath.”
Agai n he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had

a withered hand. And they watched him to see whether he

woul d heal himon the sabbath, so that they m ght accuse him
And he said to the man who had the w thered hand, “Cone here.”
And he said to them “Is it lawful on the sabbath to do good

or to do harm to save life or to kill?” But they were silent.
And he | ooked around at themw th anger, grieved at their

hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
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He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees
went out, and i mediately held counsel with the Hero' di ans
against him how to destroy him Jesus withdrew with his
disciples to the sea, and a great nmultitude fromGlil ee

foll owed; also fromJudea and Jerusal em and | dunme'a and from
beyond the Jordan and from about Tyre and Sidon a great multi-
tude, hearing all that he did, came to him And he told his
di sciples to have a boat ready for himbecause of the crowd,

| est they should crush him for he had heal ed nmany, so that

all who had di seases pressed upon himto touch him And
whenever the unclean spirits beheld him they fell down before
himand cried out, “You are the Son of God.” And he strictly
ordered them not to make hi m known. And he went up into the
hills, and called to himthose whom he desired; and they cane
to him And he appointed twelve, to be with him and to be
sent out to preach and have authority to cast out denons:

Si non whom he surnaned Peter; Janmes the son of Zeb' edee and
John the brother of Janmes, whom he surnaned Bo-aner' ges,

that is, sons of thunder; Andrew and Philip, and Barthol omrew,
and Matthew, and Thomas, and Janmes the son of Al phaeus, and
Thaddaeus, and Sinon the Cananean, and Judas |scariot, who
betrayed him Then he went hone; and the crowd came toget her
again, so that they could not even eat. And when his famly
heard it, they went out to seize him for they said, “He is
beside hinself.” And the scribes who cane down from Jerusal em
said, “"He is possessed by Be-el'zebul, and by the prince of
denons he casts out the denpns.” And he called themto him
and said to themin parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
If a kingdomis divided against itself, that ki ngdom cannot

stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house
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will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up agai nst
hinsel f and is divided, he cannot stand, but is comng to an
end. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and pl under
hi s goods, unless he first binds the strong man; then indeed
he may plunder his house. Truly, | say to you, all sins

will be forgiven the sons of nen, and whatever bl asphem es
they utter; but whoever bl asphenes against the Holy Spirit
never has forgiveness, but is guilty of eternal sin” --

for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” And his nother
and his brothers cane; and standi ng outside they sent to him
and called him And a crowd was sitting about hin and they
said to him “Your nother and your brothers are outside, asking
for you.” And he replied, “Wio are ny nother and brothers?”
And | ooki ng around on those who sat about him he said, “Here
are ny nother and my brothers! \Whoever does the will of God
is my brother, and sister, and nother.” Again he began to teach
besi de the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him

so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the
whol e crowd was beside the sea on the land. And he taught
them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to
them “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
sonme seed fell along the path, and the birds cane and devoured
it. Oher seed fell on rocky ground, where it had not much
soil, and imrediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of
soil; and when the sun rose it was scorched, and since it

had no root it withered away. Qher seed fell anong thorns
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.
And other seeds fell into good soil and brought forth grain,

growi ng up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold
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and a hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to hear

et himhear.” And when he was al one, those who were about
himwi th the twel ve asked hi m concerning the parables. And

he said to them “To you has been given the secret of the

ki ngdom of CGod, but for those outside everything is in parables;
so that they may indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed
hear but not understand; |est they should turn again, and be
forgiven.” And he said to them “Do you not understand this
parabl e? How then will you understand all the parabl es?

The sower sows the word. And these are the ones along the
path, where the word is sown; when they hear, Satan i mediately
conmes and takes away the word which is sown in them And these
in like manner are the ones sown upon rocky ground, who, when
they hear the word, imediately receive it with joy; and they
have no root in thenselves, but endure for a while; then, when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,

i mediately they fall away. And others are the ones sown anong
thorns; they are those who hear the word, but the cares of

the world, and the delight in riches, and the desire for other
things, enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful
But those that were sown upon the good soil are the ones who
hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And he said to them “Is a

| anp brought in to be put under a bushel, or under a bed, and
not on a stand? For there is nothing hid, except to be nade
mani fest; nor is anything secret, except to conme to |ight.

If any man has ears to hear, let himhear.” And he said to
them “Take heed what you hear; the nmeasure you give will be the

nmeasure you get, and still nore will be given to you. For to him
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who has will nore be given, and from hi mwho has not, even
what he has will be taken away.” And he said, “The ki ngdom
of God is as if a man shoul d scatter seed upon the ground,

and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed shoul d
sprout and grow, he knows not how The earth produces of
itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain
inthe ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in
the sickle, because the harvest has cone.” And he said,

“Wth what can we conpare the ki ngdom of God, or what parable
shall we use for it? It is like a grain of nustard seed, which
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becones the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth | arge branches, so that
the birds of the air can nmake nests in its shade.” Wth many
such parabl es he spoke the word to them as they were able to
hear it; he did not speak to themw thout a parable, but
privately to his own disciples he explained everything. On

t hat day, when evening had cone, he said to them “Let us go
across to the other side.” And |leaving the crowd, they took
himwith them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats
were with him And a great stormof wi nd arose, and the waves
beat into the boat, so that the boat was already filling.

But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke
himand said to him “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?”
And he awoke and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace! Be still!l” And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm He said to them “Wwy are you afraid? Have you
no faith?” And they were filled with awe, and said to one

anot her, “Who then is this, that even wind and sea obey hinP”
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They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the
Ger' asenes. And when he had cone out of the boat, there

met himout of the tonbs a man with an unclean spirit, who
lived anong the tonbs; and no one could bind himany nore,
even with a chain; for he had often been bound with fetters
and chai ns, but the chains he wenched apart, and the fetters
he broke in pieces; and no one had strength to subdue him

Ni ght and day anong the tonbs and on the nountains he was al ways
crying out, and bruising hinmself with stones. And when he saw
Jesus from afar, he ran and worshi ped him and crying out with
a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with ne, Jesus,

Son of the Most High God? | adjure you by God, do not tornent

me.” For he had said to him “Cone out of the man, you
uncl ean spirit!” And Jesus asked him “What is your name?”
He replied, “My nane is Legion; for we are many.” And he

begged hi meagerly not to send them out of the country. Now

a great herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside;

and they begged him “Send us to the swine, let us enter them?”
So he gave themleave. And the unclean spirits came out, and
entered the swine; and the herd, nunbering about two thousand,
rushed down the steep bank into the sea, and were drowned in
the sea. The herdsnen fled, and told it in the city and

in the country. And people canme to see what it was that had
happened. And they cane to Jesus, and saw the denoniac sitting
there, clothed and in his right m nd, the man who had had the

| egion; and they were afraid. And those who had seen it told
what had happened to the denmponiac and to the swine. And they
began to beg Jesus to depart fromtheir neighborhood. And

as he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed
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wi th denons begged himthat he might be with him But he
refused, and said to him “CGo home to your friends, and tel

t hem how nuch the Lord has done for you, and how he has had
mercy on you.” And he went away and began to proclaimin the
Decap' ol is how nuch Jesus had done for him and all nen marvel ed.
And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other

side, a great crowd gathered about him and he was beside the
sea. Then canme one of the rulers of the synagogue, Ja'irus by
nane; and seeing him he fell at his feet, and besought
himsaying, “My little daughter is at the point of death

Conme and | ay your hands on her, so that she may be nade wel I,
and live.” And he went with him And a great crowd foll owed
hi m and t hronged about him And there was a wonman who had had,
a flow of blood for twelve years, and who had suffered much
under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and

was no better but rather grew worse. She had heard the reports
about Jesus, and cane up behind himin the crowd and touched
his garnent. For she said, “If | touch even his garnents,

| shall be nmade well.” And inmediately the henorrhage ceased,;
and she felt in her body that she was heal ed of her disease.
And Jesus, perceiving in hinmself that power had gone forth
fromhim inmrediately turned about in the crowd, and said,

“Who touched ny garnents?” And his disciples said to him

“You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Wo
touched nme?’” And he | ooked around to see who had done it.

But the wonman, knowi ng what had been done to her, cane in fear
and trenbling and fell down before him and told himthe

whole truth. And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has

made you well; go in peace, and be heal ed of your disease.”
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VWile he was still speaking, there cane fromthe ruler’s house
some who said, “Your daughter is dead. Wy trouble the Teacher
any further?” But ignoring what they said, Jesus said to the
rul er of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” And he
all owed no one to foll ow himexcept Peter and James and John
the brother of James. When they cane to the house of the

rul er of the synagogue, he saw a tumult, and peopl e weepi ng
and wailing loudly. And when he had entered, he said to them
“Why do you make a tumult and weep? The child is not dead

but sleeping.” And they |aughed at him But he put them al
outsi de, and took the child s father and nother and those who
were with him and went in where the child was. Taking her

by the hand he said to her, “Tal'itha cu'm” which neans,
“Little girl, | say to you arise,” And imediately the girl
got up and wal ked; for she was twelve years old. And i mediately
they were overcone with amazenent. And he strictly charged them
that no one should know this, and told themto give her
sonmething to eat. He went away fromthere and came to his

own country; and his disciples followed him And on the sabbath
he began to teach in the synagogue; and many who heard him

wer e astoni shed, saying, “Were did this man get all this?

VWhat is the wisdomgiven to hinf Wat mghty works are w ought
by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brot her of Janmes and Joses and Judas and Sinon, and are not

his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him

And Jesus said to them “A prophet is not w thout honor

except in his own country, and anong his own kin, and in

his own house.” And he could do no m ghty work there,

except that he laid his hands upon a few sick people and

heal ed them And he marvel |l ed because of their unbelief.
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And he went about anobng the villages teaching. And he called
to himthe twelve, and began to send themout two by two, and
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged
themto take nothing for their journey except a staff; no
bread, no bag, no noney in their belts; but to wear sandals

and not put on two tunics. And he said to them “Were you
enter a house, stay there until you |l eave the place. And if
any place will not receive you and they refuse to hear you,
when you | eave, shake off the dust that is on your feet for

a testinony against them” So they went out and preached that
men should repent. And they cast out many denons, and anoi nted
with oil many that were sick and healed them King Herod heard
of it; for Jesus’ nanme had becone known. Sone said, “John the
bapti zer has been raised fromthe dead; that is why these
powers are at work in him” But others said, “It is Elijah.”
And the others said, “It is a prophet, |like one of the

prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it he said, “John
whom | beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod had sent and

sei zed John, and bound himin prison for the sake of

Hero' di-as, his brother Philip' s wife; because he had narried

her. For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’s wife.” And Hero'di-as had a grudge agai nst
him and wanted to kill him But she could not, for Herod

feared John, knowi ng that he was a righteous and holy man
and kept himsafe. Wen he heard him he was nuch perpl exed;
and yet he heard himgladly. But an opportunity cane when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and
officers and the | eading nen of Galilee. For when Hero'di-as’
daughter canme in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests;

and the king said to the girl, “Ask ne for whatever you w sh
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and I will grant it.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask
me, | will give you, even half of ny kingdom” And she went
out and said to her nother, “Wat shall | ask?” And she said,
“The head of John the baptizer.” And she canme in inmmediately
with haste to the king, and asked, saying, “I want you to give
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And

t he king was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his
guests he did not want to break his word to her. And i mediately
the king sent a soldier of the guard and gave orders to bring
his head. He went and beheaded himin the prison, and brought
his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl
gave it to her nother. When his disciples heard of it, they
came and took his body, and laid it in a tonb. The apostles
returned to Jesus, and told himall that they had done and
taught. And he said to them “Come away by yourselves to a

| onely place, and rest a while.” For many were com ng and

goi ng, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went
away in the boat to a lonely place by thenselves. Now many
saw t hem goi ng, and knew them and they ran there on foot
fromall the towns, and got there ahead of them As he | anded
he saw a great throng, and he had conpassion on them because
they were |ike sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach
them many things. And when it grew late, his disciples cane
to himand said, “This is a lonely place, and the hour is now
| ate; send them away, to go into the country and vill ages
round about and buy thenselves sonething to eat.” But he
answered them “You give themsonething to eat.” And

they said to him “Shall we go and buy two hundred

denarii worth of bread, and give it to themto eat?”
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And he said to them “How many | oaves have you? Go and see.”
And when they had found out they said, “Five, and two fish.”
Then he commanded themall to sit down by conpanies upon the
green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and

by fifties. And taking the five |oaves and the two fish he

| ooked up to heaven, and bl essed, and broke the | oaves, and

gave themto the disciples to set before the people; and he
divided the two fish anong themall. And they all ate and were
satisfied. And they took up twel ve baskets full of broken

pi eces and of the fish. And those who ate the | oaves were

five thousand nen. |Imediately he nade his disciples get

into the boat and go before himto the other side, to Beth-sa'ida,
while he dismissed the cromd. And after he had taken | eave

of them he went into the hills to pray. And when evening

cane, the boat was out on the sea, and he was al one on the

land. And he saw that they were distressed in rowing, for the

wi nd was agai nst them And about the fourth watch of the night
he cane to them walking on the sea. He neant to pass by them
but when they saw hi mwal ki ng on the sea they thought it was

a ghost, and cried out; for they all saw him and were terrified.
But inmedi ately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is

I; have no fear.” And he got into the boat with them and the

wi nd ceased. And they were utterly astounded, for they did

not understand about the | oaves, but their hearts were hardened.
And when they had crossed over, they cane to | and at Gennes' aret,
and noored to the shore. And when they got out of the boat,

i medi ately the peopl e recogni zed him and ran about the whole
nei ghbor hood and began to bring sick people on their pallets

to any place where they heard he was. And wherever he cane,
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in villages, cities, or country, they laid the sick in the

mar ket pl aces, and besought himthat they m ght even touch

the fringe of his garment; and as many touched it were

made well. Now when the Pharisees gathered to him

wi th some of the scribes, who had cone from Jerusal em they
saw t hat sone of his disciples ate with hands defiled, that

i s, unwashed. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not

eat unl ess they wash their hands, observing the tradition

of the elders; and when they come fromthe nmarket place, they
do not eat unless they purify thenselves; and there are many
other traditions which they observe, the washing of cups and
pots and vessels of bronze.) And the Pharisees and the scribes
asked him “Why do your disciples not |live according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with hands defiled?” And he
said to them “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites,

as it is witten, ‘This people honors ne with their lips, but
their heart is far fromne; in vain do they worship nme, teaching
as doctrines the precepts of nmen.” You | eave the commandnent

of God, and hold fast to the tradition of nen.” And he said to
them "“You have a fine way of rejecting the commandnent of

God, in order to keep your tradition! For Mses said, ‘Honor
your father and your nother’; and, ‘He who speaks evil of father
or nother, let himsurely die ; but you say, ‘If a man tel

his father or his nother, ‘What you woul d have gained from ne
is Corban” (that is given to God) -- then you no | onger permt
himto do anything for his father and nother, thus making void
the word of God through your tradition which you hand on

And many such things you do.” And he called the people to

hi m again, and said to them “Hear nme, all of you, and understand:
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there is nothing outside a man which by going into himcan

defile him but the things which cone out of a man are what

defile him” And when he had entered the house, and | eft

t he people, his disciples asked hi mabout the parable. And

he said to them “Then are you al so wi thout understandi ng?

Do you not see that whatever goes into a man from outside

cannot defile him since it
stomach, and so passes on?”
And he said, “Wat cones out
For fromwi thin, out of the
fornication, theft, mnurder,
deceit, licentiousness envy,

Al these evil things cone f

enters, not his heart but his

(Thus he declared all foods clean.)
of a man is what defiles a nman.
heart of man, come evil thoughts,
adul tery, coveting, w ckedness,

sl ander, pride, foolishness.

romwi thin, and they defile a

man.” And fromthere he arose and went away to the regi on of

Tyre and Sidon. And he entered a house, and woul d not have

any one know it; yet he cou

d not be hid. But imediately a

worman, whose little daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit,

heard of him and cane and f

ell down at his feet. Now the

worman was a reek, a Syrophoeni'cian by birth. And she begged

himto cast the denpn out of

her, “Let the children first

her daughter. And he said to

be fed, for it is not right to

take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” But she

answered him “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table

eat the children's crunbs.”

sayi ng you nmay go your way;

And he said to her, “For this

t he denon has |eft your daughter.”

And she went home, and found the child lying in bed, and the

denmon gone. Then he returned fromthe region of Tyre, and

went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, through the region
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of the Decap'olis. And they brought to hima nan who was

deaf and had an inpedinent in his speech; and they besought
himto lay his hand upon him And taking himaside fromthe
mul titude privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and

he spat and touched his tongue; and | ooking up to heaven, he
sighed, and said to him “Eph' phatha,” that is, “Be opened.”
And his ears were opened, his tongue was rel eased, and he
spoke plainly. And he charged themto tell no one; but the
nore he charged them the nore zealously they proclained it.
And they were astoni shed beyond neasure, saying, “He has done
all things well; he even nakes the deaf hear and the dunb
speak.” In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered,
and they had nothing to eat, he called his disciples to him
and said to them “I have conpassion on the crowd, because

t hey have been with me now t hree days, and have nothing to eat;
and if | send them away hungry to their hones, they wll faint
on the way; and some of them have conme a long way.” And his

di sci pl es answered him “How can one feed these nen with bread
here in the desert?” And he asked them “How nmany | oaves have
you?” They said, “Seven.” And he conmanded the crowd to sit
down on the ground; and he took the seven | oaves, and

havi ng gi ven t hanks he broke them and gave themto his disciples
to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd.
And they had a few small fish; and having bl essed them he
commanded that these al so should be set before them And they
ate, and were satisfied; and they took up the broken pieces

| eft over, seven baskets full. And there were about four

t housand people. And he sent them away; and i medi ately he
got into the boat with his disciples, and went to the district

of Dal manu'tha. The Pharisees cane and began to argue with him
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seeking fromhima sign fromheaven, to test him And he
sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, “Wy does this generation
seek a sign? Truly, | say to you, no sign shall be given to
this generation.” And he left them and getting into the boat
again he departed to the other side. Now they had forgotten
to bring bread; and they had only one loaf with themin the
boat. And he cautioned them saying, “Take heed, beware of

the | eaven of the Pharisees and the | eaven of Herod.” And
they discussed it with one another, saying, “W have no bread.”
And being aware of it, Jesus said to them “Wiy do you di scuss
the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or
understand? Are your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you

not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not
remenber? Wen | broke the five | oaves for the five thousand,
how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?”

They said to him “Twelve.” *“And the seven for the four

t housand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take
up?” And they said to him *“Seven.” And he said to them

“Do you not yet understand?” And they came to Beth-sa'ida

And some people brought to hima blind nan, and begged hi m

to touch him And he took the blind man by the hand, and | ed
himout of the village; and when he had spit on his eyes and
laid his hands upon him he asked him “Do you see anythi ng?”
And he | ooked up and said, “lI see nen; but they |ook |like trees,
wal ki ng.” Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes; and he

| ooked intently and was restored, and saw everything clearly.
And he sent himaway to his home, saying, “Do not even enter
the village.” And Jesus went on with his disciples to the

vill ages of Caesare'a Philippi; and on the way he asked his
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di sciples, “Wo do nmen say that | an?” And they told him

“John the Baptist; and others say, Eli'jah; and others one

of the prophets.” And he asked them “But who do you say that

| an®?” Peter answered him "“You are the Christ.” And he

charged themto tell no one about him And he began to teach
themthat the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected
by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be
killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this
plainly. And Peter took him and began to rebuke him But
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said,

“CGet behind nme, Satan! For you are not on the side of God, but of
men.” And he called to himthe multitude with his disciples, and
said to them “If any man would cone after ne, let himdeny

hi nsel f and take up his cross and foll ow ne. For whoever

woul d save his life will lose it; and whoever |loses his life

for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it
profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?

For what can a man give in return for his life? For whoever

is ashaned of me and of nmy words in this adulterous and sinfu
generation, of himw Il the Son of man al so be ashaned, when

he cones in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

And he said to them “Truly, | say to you, there are sone
standi ng here who will not taste death before they see the

ki ngdom of God come with power.” And after six days Jesus

took with him Peter and Janmes and John, and led themup a

hi gh nountai n apart by thensel ves; and he was transfigured

before them and his garments becane glistening, intensely

white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them And there
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appeared to themEli'jah with Mises; and they were talking to
Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is well that we
are here; let us nake three booths, one for you and one for
Moses and one for Eli'jah.” For he did not know what to say,
for they were exceedingly afraid. And a cloud overshadowed
them and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is ny bel oved
Son; listen to him” And suddenly | ooking around they no | onger
saw any one with them but Jesus only. And as they were coning
down the nountain, he charged themto tell no one what they
had seen, until the Son of man should have risen fromthe dead.
So they kept the matter to thensel ves, questioning what the
rising fromthe dead neant. And they asked him “Wy do the
scribes say that first Eli'jah nmust come?” And he said to
them "Eli'jah does cone first to restore all things; and how
isit witten of the Son of man, that he should suffer many
things and be treated with contenpt? But | tell you that
Eli'jah has conme, and they did to himwhat ever they pl eased,
as it is witten of him” And when they cane to the disciples,
they saw a great crowd about them and scribes arguing with
them And imediately all the crowd, when they saw him were
greatly amazed, and ran up to himand greeted him And he
asked them “Wat are you discussing with then?” And one of
the crowd answered him “Teacher. | brought ny son to you,

for he has a dunb spirit; and wherever it seizes him it

dashes hi m down; and he foans and grinds his teeth and becones
rigid; and | asked your disciples to cast it out, and they
were not able.” And he answered them “O faithless

generation, howlong aml to be with you? How |long am

| to bear with you? Bring himto ne.” And they brought
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the boy to him and when the spirit saw him inmmediately it
convul sed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about
foami ng at the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How | ong
has he had this?” And he said, “Fromchildhood. And it has
often cast himinto the fire and into the water, to destroy
him but if you can do anything, have pity on us and help us.”
And Jesus said to him “If you can! All things are possible

to himwho believes.” Inmmediately the father of the child
cried out and said, “l believe; help nmy unbelief!” And when
Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
uncl ean spirit, saying to it, “You dunb and deaf spirit,

I command you, cone out of him and never enter himagain.”

And after crying out and convulsing himterribly, it cane out,
and the boy was like a corpse; so that nost of themsaid, “He is
dead.” But Jesus took himby the hand and lifted himup, and
he arose. And when he had entered the house, his disciples
asked himprivately, “Wiy could we not cast it out?” And he
said to them “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but
prayer.” They went on fromthere and passed through Galil ee.
And he woul d not have any one know it; for he was teaching his
di sciples, saying to them “The Son of man will be delivered
into the hands of nen, and they will kill hiny and when he is
killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not
understand the saying, and they were afraid to ask him And
they came to Caper' na-um and when he was in the house he asked
them “Wat were you discussing on the way?” But they were silent;
for on the way they had di scussed with one anot her who was the

greatest. And he sat down and called the twelve; and he said
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to them “If any one would be first, he nust be |ast of al

and servant of all.” And he took a child, and put himin the
m dst of them and taking himin his arns, he said to them
“Whoever receives one such child in nmy name receives ne; and
whoever receives ne, receives not nme but himwho sent ne.”
John said to him “Teacher, we saw a nan casting out denobns

in your nane, and we forbade him because he was not follow ng
us.” But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him for no one who does
a mghty work in ny nane will be able soon after to speak

evil of me. For he that is not against us is for us. For
truly, | say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to

dri nk because you bear the nanme of Christ, will by no neans
lose his reward. Wioever causes one of these little ones

who believe in nme to sin, it would be better for himif a
great mllstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown
into the sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands
to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot
causes you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter
l[ife lane than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And

if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out; it is better

for you to enter the kingdomof God with one eye than with

two eyes to be thrown into hell, where their worm does not

die, and the fire is not quenched. For every one will be salted
with fire. Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its saltness,
how wi Il you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be

at peace with one another.” And he left there and went to the
regi on of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to
hi m agai n; and again, as his customwas, he taught them And

Phari sees cane up and in order to test himasked, “Is it |awf ul
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for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them “Wat did
Moses command you?” They said, “Mses allowed a man to wite

a certificate of divorce, and to put her away.” But Jesus

said to them “For your hardness of heart he wote you this
commandnent. But fromthe beginning of creation, 'God nmade
themnmal e and fermale.” *‘For this reason a man shall |eave his
father and nother and be joined to his wife, and the two shal
become one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one flesh. \What
therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.”

And in the house the disciples asked hi magain about this matter
And he said to them “Woever divorces his wife and narries
another, comrits adultery against her; and if she divorces

her husband and marries another, she commts adultery.” And
they were bringing children to him that he m ght touch them and
t he di sci pl es rebuked them But when Jesus saw it he was indig-
nant, and said to them “Let the children cone to nme, do not

hi nder themy for to such belongs the ki ngdomof God. Truly,

| say to you, whoever does not receive the ki ngdomof CGod I|ike

a child shall not enter it.” And he took themin his arns and
bl essed them Ilaying his hands upon them And as he was setting
out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and

asked him “Good Teacher, what nust | do to inherit eterna
life?” And Jesus said to him *“Wy do you call me good? No

one is good but God alone. You know the commandnents: ‘Do

not kill, Do not commt adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear

fal se witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and nother.’”
And he said to him “Teacher, all these |I have observed from

my youth.” And Jesus | ooking upon himloved him and said to him
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“You | ack one thing; go, sell what you have, and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and conme, foll ow
me.” At that saying his countenance fell, and he went away
sorrowful ; for he had great possessions. And Jesus | ooked
around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for

t hose who have riches to enter the kingdomof God!” And the
di sci pl es were anmazed at his words. But Jesus said to them
again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of Cod!
It is easier for a canel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdomof God.” And they
wer e exceedi ngly astoni shed, and said to him “Then who can
be saved?” Jesus |ooked at themand said, “"Wth nmen it is

i npossi ble, but not with God; for all things are possible with
God.” Peter began to say to him “Lo, we have left everything
and foll owed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, there
is no one who has |left house or brothers or sisters or nother
or father or children or lands, for ny sake and for the gospel
who will not receive a hundredfold nowin this time, houses
and brothers and sisters and nothers and children and | ands,
wi th persecutions, and in the age to cone eternal life.

But many that are first will be last, and the last first.”
And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem and Jesus
was wal ki ng ahead of them and they were anazed, and those
who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he
began to tell themwhat was to happen to him saying, “Behold,
we are going up to Jerusalem and the Son of man will be
delivered to the chief priests and the scribes, and they wl|

condemrm himto death, and deliver himto the Gentiles;
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and they will nock him and spit upon him and scourge him and
kill him and after three days he will arise.” And Janes and

John, the sons of Zeb' edee, cane forward to him and said to

him “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of

you.” And he said to them “Wat do you want me to do for

you?” And they said to him “Gant us to sit, one at your

right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus

said to them “You do not know what you are asking. Are you

able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the
baptismw th which | am baptized? And they said to him "W

are able.” And Jesus said to them “The cup that | drink you

will drink; and with the baptismw th which | am baptized you will
be baptized; but to sit at nmy right hand or at ny left is not mne
to grant, but it is for those for whomit has been prepared.” And
when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John
And Jesus called themto himand said to them *“You know that those
who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them and
their great men exercise authority over them But it shall not be
so anmong you; but whoever woul d be great anbng you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first anong you nmust be slave of all.
For the Son of man al so cane not to be served but to serve, and

to give his life as a ransomfor many.” And they cane to Jericho;
and as he was | eaving Jericho with his disciples and a great

mul titude, Bartimae'us, a blind beggar, the son of Tinmae'us,

was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it was

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have nercy on ne!” And many rebuked him telling himto be silent;

but he cried out all the nore, “Son of David, have mercy on ne!”
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And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him” And they called the
blind man, saying to him “Take heart; rise, he is calling

you.” And throwing off his mantle he sprang up and cane to
Jesus. And Jesus said to him “Wat do you want nme to do for
you?” And the blind man said to him “Master, let me receive ny
“sight.” And Jesus said to him “Go your way; your faith has
made you well.” And i mediately he received his sight and
followed himon the way. And when they drew near to Jerusal em
to Bet h' phage and Bet hany, at the Mount of dives, he sent two of
his disciples, and said to them “Go into the village opposite you,
and i medi ately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever sat; untie it and bring it. |If any one says to
you, ‘Wiy are you doing this? say, ‘The Lord has need of it and
will send it back here immediately.”” And they went away, and
found a colt tied at the door out in the open street; and they
untied it. And those who stood there said to them “Wat are
you doing, untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus

had said; and they let themgo. And they brought the colt

to Jesus, and threw their garnents on it, and he sat upon

it. And many spread their garnments on the road, and others
spread | eafy branches which they had cut fromthe fields.

And those who went before and those who followed cried out,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who conmes in the nanme of the Lord!

Bl essed is the kingdom of our father David that is com ng
Hosanna in the highest!” And he entered Jerusalem and went

into the tenple; and when he had | ooked around at everyt hing,

as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

On the foll owi ng day, when they came from Bet hany, he was
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hungry. And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he
went to see if he could find anything on it. Wen he cane

to it, he found nothing but |eaves, for it was not the season
for figs. And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from
you again.” And his disciples heard it. And they cane to
Jerusalem And he entered the tenple and began to drive out

t hose who sold and those who bought in the tenple, and he
overturned the tables of the noneychangers and the seats of

t hose who sol d pi geons; and he would not all ow any one to
carry anything through the tenple. And he taught, and said

to them “lIs it not witten, ‘M house shall be called a house
of prayer for all the nations’? But you have nade it a den

of robbers.” And the chief priests and the scribes heard it
and sought a way to destroy him for they feared him because
all the multitude was astoni shed at his teaching. And when
eveni ng canme they went out of the city. As they passed by

in the norning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its
roots. And Peter renenbered and said to him “Mster, | ook
The fig tree which you cursed has withered.” And Jesus answered
them “Have faith in God. Truly, | say to you, whoever says
to this nountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and
does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he

says will come to pass, it will be done for him Therefore,

I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive
it, and you will. And whenever you stand praying, forgive,

i f you have anythi ng agai nst any one; so that your Father

al so who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”
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And they cane again to Jerusalem And as he was wal king in

the tenple, the chief priests and the scribes and the el ders
canme to him and they said to him *“By what authority are you
doi ng these things, or who gave you this authority to do then®”
Jesus said to them “I will ask you a question; answer ne,

and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. Was

t he bapti sm of John from heaven or from nen? Answer ne.”

And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘'From heaven,’

he will say, ‘Wiy then did you not believe hinf” But shall we
say, ‘Fromnen’?” -- they were afraid of the people, for al

hel d that John was a real prophet. So they answered Jesus,

“We do not know.” And Jesus said to them “Neither will |

tell you by what authority |I do these things.” And he began

to speak to themin parables. “A man planted a vineyard, and
set a hedge around it, and dug a pit for the wi ne press, and
built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another
country. Wen the tinme came, he sent a servant to the tenants,
to get fromthem sone of the fruit of the vineyard. And they took
hi m and beat him and sent himaway enpty-handed. Again he sent
to them anot her servant, and they wounded himin the head, and
treated himshamefully. And he sent another, and himthey kill ed;

and so with many others, sone they beat and sone they killed. He

had still one other, a beloved son; finally he sent himto them
saying, ‘They will respect ny son.’” But those tenants said to one
another, ‘This is the heir; cone, let us kill him and the inheri-
tance will be ours.” And they took himand killed himand cast

hi mout of the vineyard. Wat will the owner of the vineyard do?
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He will cone and destroy the tenants, and give the vineyard

to others. Have you not read this scripture: ‘The very stone
whi ch the builders rejected has becone the head of the corner
this was the Lord’ s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ?”
And they tried to arrest him but feared the nmultitude, for

they perceived that he had told the parabl e against them so
they left himand went away. And they sent to himsone of the
Phari sees and some of the Hero' di-ans, to entrap himin his
talk. And they cane and said to him “Teacher, we know t hat

you are true, and care for no man; for you do not regard the
position of nmen, but truly teach the way of God. Is it |awful
to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them or should
we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them “Wy put
me to the test? Bring ne a coin and let ne look at it.” And

t hey brought one. And he said to them "“Wose |ikeness and
inscriptionis this?” They said to him "“Caesar’s.” Jesus
said to them “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s
and to God the things that are God’'s.” And they were amazed at
him And Sad-ducees cane to him who say that there is no
resurrection; and they asked hima question, saying, “Teacher
Moses wote for us that if a man’s brother dies and | eaves a
wife, but |eaves no child, the man nust take the wife, and raise
up children for his brother. There were seven brothers; the
first took a wife, and when he died left no children; and the
second took her and died, |eaving no children; and the third

i kewi se; and the seven left no children. Last of all the woman

al so di ed. In the resurrection whose wife will she be? For the
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seven had her as a wife.” Jesus said to them “Is not this why
you are wong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the power
of God? For when they rise fromthe dead, they neither marry nor
are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as

for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Mbses,
in the passage about the bush, how God said to him ‘Il amthe

God of Abraham and the God of I|saac, and the God of Jacob’? He
is not God of the dead, but of the living; you are quite wong.”
And one of the scribes canme up and heard them di sputing with one
anot her, and seeing that he answered themwell, asked him *“Wich
comandnent is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is,
‘Hear, O lsrael: The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shal

| ove the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your

soul, and with all your mnd, and with all your strength.’” The
second is this, ‘You shall |ove your neighbor as yourself.’ There
is no other commandnment greater than these.” And the scribe said

to him “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that he is
one, and there is no other but he; and to love himwith all the
heart, and with all the understanding; and with all the strength,
and to | ove one’s neighbor as oneself, is nmuch nore than all whol e
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that he
answered wi sely, he said to him "“You are not far fromthe ki ngdom
of God.” And after that no one dared to ask himany question

And as Jesus taught in the tenple, he said, “How can the scribes
say that the Christ is the son of David? David hinself, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said to nmy Lord, Sit at

my right hand, till | put thy enem es under thy feet.’” David
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hinself calls himLord; so howis he his son?” And the great
throng heard himgladly. And in his teaching he said, “Beware
of the scribes, who Iike to go about in |long robes, and to
have sal utations in the market places and the best seats in

t he synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour

wi dows’ houses and for a pretense nake |ong prayers. They
will receive the greater condemation.” And he sat down
opposite the treasury, and watched the nmultitude putting noney
into the treasury. Many rich people put in [arge suns. And

a poor wi dow cane, and put in two copper coins, which nake a
penny. And he called his disciples to him and said to them
“Truly, | say to you, this poor wi dow has put in nore than

all those who are contributing to the treasury. For they

all contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living.”

And as he cane out of the tenple, one of his disciples said

to him “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderfu
buil dings!” And Jesus said to him "“Do you see these great
buil dings?! There will not be left here one stone upon anot her
that will not be thrown down.” And as he sat on the Munt of
Aives opposite the tenple, Peter and Janes and John and
Andrew asked himprivately, “Tell us, when will this be,

and what will be the sign when these things are all to be
acconpl i shed?” And Jesus began to say to them “Take heed
that no one | eads you astray. Many will conme in ny nane,
saying, ‘I amhe!’ and they will |ead many astray. And

when you hear of wars and runors of wars, do not be al ar med;
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this nmust take place, but the end is not yet. For nation
will rise against nation, and ki ngdom agai nst ki ngdom

there will be earthquakes in various places, there will be
famnes; this is but the beginning of the birth-pangs. But
take heed to yourselves; for they will deliver you up to
councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues; and you wil |
stand before governors and kings for ny sake, to bear testi-
nmony before them And the gospel nust first be preached to
all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver
you up, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say;

but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not

you who speaks, but the Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver
up brother to death, and the father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death; and you
will be hated by all for nmy name’s sake. But he who endures
to the end will be saved. But when you see the desol ati ng
sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader
understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains; let himwho is on the housetop not go down, nor
enter his house to take anything away; and let himwho is

in the field not turn back to take his nmantle. And alas for
those who are with child and for those who give suck in those
days! Pray that it may not happen in winter. For in those
days there will be such tribulation as has not been fromthe
begi nning of the creation which God created until now, and
never will be. And if the Lord had not shortened the days,

no human bei ng woul d be saved; but for the sake of the elect,
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whom he chose, he shortened the days. And then if any one
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there

he is!” do not believe it. False Christs and fal se prophets
will arise and show signs and wonders, to |ead astray, if
possi ble, the elect. But take heed; | have told you al

t hi ngs beforehand. But in those days, after that tribu-
lation, the sun will be darkened, and the noon will not give
its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will
see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and
glory. And then he will send out the angels, and gather his
elect fromthe four winds, fromthe ends of the earth to

the ends of heaven. Fromthe fig tree learn its |esson; as
soon as its branch beconmes tender and puts forth its | eaves,
you know that sunmer is near. So al so, when you see these

t hi ngs taking place, you know that he is near, at the very
gates. Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass
away before all these things take place. Heaven and earth
wi |l pass away, but nmy words will not pass away. But of

that day or that hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Take heed, watch;
for you do not know when the tinme will come. It is like a
man goi ng on a journey, when he | eaves hone and puts his
servants in charge, each with his work, and conmands the
door keeper to be on the watch. Watch therefore -- for you do
not know when the master of the house will conme, in the

evening, or at mdnight, or at cockcrow, or in the norning --
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| est he cone suddenly and find you asleep. And what | say | say
to all: Watch.” It was now two days before the Passover and

the feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the
scribes were seeking howto arrest himby stealth, and kil

him for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be a tumult
of the people.” And while he was at Bethany in the house of
Sinmon the | eper, as he sat at table, a wonan came with an al abaster
flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask
and poured it over his head. But there were some who said to

t hensel ves indignantly, “Wiy was the ointnment thus wasted? For
this ointnment night have been sold for nore than three hundred
denarii, and given to the poor.” And they reproached her. But
Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has done
a beautiful thing to me. For you al ways have the poor with you,
and whenever you will, you can do, good to them but you will not
al ways have ne. She has done what she coul d; she has anointed ny
body beforehand for burying. And truly, | say to you, wherever

t he gospel is preached in the whole world, what she has done wil |
be told in menory of her.” Then Judas Iscariot, who was one

of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray
himto them And when they heard it they were glad, and

prom sed to give himnoney. And he sought an opportunity to
betray him And on the first day of Unl eavened Bread, when

they sacrificed the passover lanb, his disciples said to him
“Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the
passover?” And he sent two of his disciples, and said to them
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water wll

meet you; follow him and wherever he enters, say to the
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househol der, ‘ The Teacher says, Wiere is ny guest room where
| amto eat the passover with nmy disciples? And he will show
you a | arge upper room furni shed and ready; there prepare for
us.” And the disciples set out and went to the city, and
found it as he had told theny and they prepared the passover.

And when it was evening he cane with the twelve. And as they

were at table eating, Jesus said, “Truly, | say to you, one
of you will betray nme, one who is eating with ne.” They began
to be sorrowful, and to say to himone after another, “Is it

?” He said to them “It is one of the twelve, one who is

di pping bread into the dish with ne. For the Son of man

goes as it was witten of him but we to that man by whom
the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for
that man if he had not been born.” And as they were eating,
he took bread, and bl essed, and broke it, and gave it to them
and said, “Take; this is ny body.” And he took a cup, and
when he had given thanks he gave it to them and they all
drank of it. And he said to them “This is nmy blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly, | say to you,
I shall not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that
day when | drink it new in the kingdomof God.” And when they
had sung a hymm, they went out to the Myunt of Aives. And
Jesus said to them “You will all fall away; for it is witten,

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’

But after | amraised up, | will go before you to Galilee.”
Peter said to him “Even though they all fall away, | wll
not.” And Jesus said to him “Truly, | say to you, this very

ni ght, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three

times.” But he said vehenmently, “If | nmust die with you,
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I will not deny you.” And they all said the sane. And they
went to a place which was called Gethseniane; and he said to

his disciples, “Sit here, while | pray.” And he took with

hi m Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed
and troubled. And he said to them “M soul is very sorrow ul
even to death; remain here, and watch.” And going a little
farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were
possi bl e, the hour mght pass fromhim And he said, "Abba,
Father, all things are possible to thee; renmove this cup from
me; yet not what | will, but what thou wilt.” And he canme and
found them sl eeping, and he said to Peter, “Sinon, are you

asl eep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray that

you may not enter into tenptation; the spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed,
sayi ng the same words. And again he cane and found them sl eepi ng,
for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what

to answer him And he cane the third tinme, and said to them
“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough

t he hour has come; the Son of man is betrayed into the hands

of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, ny betrayer is at
hand.” And immedi ately, while he was still speaking, Judas
cane, one of the twelve, and with hima crowd with swords and
clubs, fromthe chief priests and the scribes and the el ders.
Now t he betrayer had given thema sign, saying, “The one

I shall kiss is the man; seize himand | ead hi m away under guard.”
And when he came, he went up to himat once, and said, “Master!”

And he kissed him And they laid hands on him and seized him
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But one of those who stood by drew his sword, and struck

the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. And Jesus
said to them “Have you conme out as against a robber, wth
swords and clubs to capture nme? Day after day | was with

you in the tenple teaching, and you did not seize ne. But

let the scriptures be fulfilled.” And they all forsook him
and fled. And a young man followed him w th nothing but a
[inen cloth about his body; and they seized him but he |eft
the Iinen cloth and ran away naked. And they led Jesus to the
high priest; and all the chief priests and the elders and the
scribes were assenbled. And Peter had followed himat a distance,
right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting
with the guards, and warming hinself at the fire. Now the
chief priests and the whol e council sought testinony against
Jesus to put himto death; but they found none. For nmany

bore fal se witness against him and their witness did not agree.
And sonme stood up and bore fal se witness agai nst him saying,
“We heard himsay, ‘I will destroy this tenple that is nmade

wi th hands, and in three days | will build another, not nade
with hands.’” Yet not even so did their testinony agree.

And the high priest stood up in the mdst, and asked Jesus,
“Have you no answer to nmake? Wiat is it that these nmen testify
agai nst you?” But he was silent and nmade no answer. Again
the high priest asked him "“Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Bl essed?” And Jesus said, “I any and you will see the Son

of man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming wth

the cl ouds of heaven.” And the high priest tore his garnent

and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard
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his bl asphenmy. Wat is your decision?” And they all condemed
hi m as deserving death. And sone began to spit on him and to
cover his face, and to strike him saying to him *“Prophesy!”
And the guards received himwith blows. And as Peter was
below in the courtyard, one of the maids of the high priest cane;
and seeing Peter warm ng hinself, she |ooked at him and said,
“You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he denied it,
saying, “l neither know nor understand what you nean.” And

he went out into the gateway. And the maid saw him and

began again to say to the bystanders, “This nman is one of
them” But again he denied it. And after alittle while

again the bystanders said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of

them for you are a Galilean.” But he began to invoke a
curse on hinself and to swear, “l do not know this man of whom
you speak.” And inmmedi ately the cock crowed a second timne.

And Peter renenbered how Jesus had said to him “Before the
cock crows twice, you will deny ne three tines.” And he

br oke down and wept. And as soon as it was norning the chief
priests, with the elders and scribes, and the whol e council
hel d a consultation; and they bound Jesus and | ed hi m away
and delivered himto Pilate. And Pilate asked him “Are you
the King of the Jews?” And he answered him “You have said
so.” And the chief priests accused himof many things. And
Pil ate again asked him “Have you no answer to nmake?” See
how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no
further answer, so that Pilate wondered. Now at the feast

he used to release for themone prisoner for whomthey asked.
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And anong the rebels in prison, who had conmtted nurder in

the insurrection, there was a nan call ed Barab' bas. And

the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he was wont
to do for them And he answered them “Do you want nme to rel ease
for you the king of the Jews?” For he perceived that it was out
of envy that the chief priests had delivered himup. But the
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have himrel ease for

t hem Barab' bas instead. And Pilate again said to them *“Then
what shall | do with the man whom you call the King of the
Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him” And Pilate
said to them “Wy, what evil has he done?” But they shouted
all the nore, “Crucify him” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy

the crowd, released for them Barab' bas; and havi ng scourged
Jesus, he delivered himto be crucified. And the soldiers |ed
hi m away inside the palace (that is, the praetoriun; and

they called together the whole battalion. And they cl ot hed
himin a purple cloak, and plaiting a crown of thorns they put

it on him And they began to salute him “Hail, King of the
Jews!” And they struck his head with a reed, and spat upon

him and they knelt down in homage to him And when they had
nocked him they stripped himof the purple cloak, and put his
own clothes on him And they led himout to crucify him

And they conpell ed a passer-by, Sinon of Cyre'ne, who was coning
in fromthe country, the father of Al exander and Rufus, to carry
his cross. And they brought himto the place called CGol-gotha
(whi ch neans the place of the skull). And they offered himw ne
mngled with nyrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified

him and divided his garments anong them casting lots for them
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to deci de what each should take. And it was the third hour
when they crucified him And the inscription of the charge
agai nst himread, “The King of the Jews.” And with himthey
crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left.
And those who passed by derided him wagging their heads, and
sayi ng, “Aha! You who would destroy the tenple and build it

in three days, save yourself, and cone down fromthe cross!”

So also the chief priests nocked himto one another with the
scri bes, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save hinsel f.

Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now fromthe
cross, that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified
with himalso reviled him And when the sixth hour had cone,
there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a |oud voice, “E |o0-i
Elo-i, la ma sabach-tha' ni?” which nmeans, “My God, ny CGod,
why has thou forsaken me?” And sone of the bystanders hearing
it said, “Behold, he is calling Eli'jah.” And one ran and,
filling a sponge full of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave

it to himto drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Eli'jah
will come to take himdown.” And Jesus uttered a loud cry,

and breathed his last. And the curtain of the tenple was torn
intw, fromtop to bottom And when the centurion, who stood
facing him saw that he thus breathed his last, he said, “Truly
this man was the son of God!” There were al so wonen | ooki ng on
from afar, among whom were Mary Mag' dal ene, and Mary the nother
of James the younger and of Joses, and Sal o' me, who, when he
was in Galilee, followed him and mnistered to him and

al so many ot her women who canme up with himto Jerusal em
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And when evening had conme, since it was the day of Preparation
that is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathe'a,

a respected nenber of the council, who was al so hinmsel f | ooking
for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate, and
asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he were

al ready dead; and sunmoni ng the centurion, he asked hi m whet her
he was al ready dead. And when he | earned fromthe centurion that
he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a

i nen shroud, and taking himdown, wapped himin the |inen
shroud, and laid himin a tonb which had been hewn out of the
rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tonb.

Mary Mag' dal ene and Mary the nother of Joses saw where he was
laid. And when the sabbath was past, Mary Mag' dal ene, and
Mary the nother of Janmes, and Sal o' me, bought spices, so that
they might go and anoint him And very early on the first

day of the week they went to the tonb when the sun had risen
And they were saying to one another, “Wio will roll away the
stone for us fromthe door of the tonb?” And | ooking up, they
saw that the stone was rolled back -- it was very | arge.

And entering the tonb, they saw a young man sitting on the
right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were anazed.

And he said to them “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here;

see the place where they laid him But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you
will see him as he told you.” And they went out and fled
fromthe tonb; for trenbling and astoni shnment had conme upon

them and they said nothing to any one, for they were afraid.
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O her texts and versions add the foll owi ng page: Now when

he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first

to Mary Magdal ene, from whom he had cast out seven denons.

She went out and told those who had been with him as they nourned
and wept. But when they heard that he was alive and had been

seen by her, they would not believe it. After this he appeared

in another formto two of them as they were walking into the
country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not
believe them Afterward he appeared to the el even thensel ves as
they sat at table; and he upbraided themfor their unbelief and
hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw
himafter he had risen. And he said to them “CGo into all the
worl d and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He who believes
and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe wll

be condemmed. And these signs will acconpany those who believe:

in my name they will cast out denons; they will speak in new
tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly
thing, it will not hurt them they will lay their hands on the sick
and they will recover.” So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken
to them was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand
of God. And they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord
worked with them and confirmed the nmessage by the signs that
attended it. Anen.

In place of the above, other ancient authorities add the foll ow ng:

But they reported briefly to Peter and those with himall that they had
been told. And after this, Jesus hinself sent out by means of them
fromeast to west, the sacred and inperishable proclanation of eterna

sal vati on.

The Bible text in this publication is from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyrighted 1946 and
1971 by the Division of Christian Education, National Council of Churches, and used by permission
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