Luke 15:11-32, the Parable of the Prodigal Son, beautifully illustrates themes of forgiveness,
restoration, and identity in God's family, making it highly relevant for a college student who is
formerly incarcerated. Here's how this story can connect to their life:

1. God’s Unconditional Love and Forgiveness

o Key Verse: "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him" (Luke
15:20).

o The father’s reaction shows God’s unconditional love, welcoming his son back
without hesitation despite his mistakes.

e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:

o They might feel like their past disqualifies them from experiencing God’s love or
achieving their goals. This parable reassures them that God’s love is not based
on their performance or past but on His grace.

o Returning to college and seeking a new path mirrors the prodigal son's return to
the father, symbolizing a fresh start with God.

2. Leaving the Past Behind

o Key Verse: "Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer
worthy to be called your son" (Luke 15:21).
o The son acknowledges his mistakes, but the father doesn’t let his past define
him. Instead, he restores him to his rightful place in the family.
e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:
o Acknowledging past mistakes is part of growth, but they must also accept the
forgiveness and new identity God offers.
o On campus, they might face stigma or self-doubt, but God’s view of them as His
beloved child gives them confidence to move forward.

3. Restoration and Celebration

o Key Verse: "Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet" (Luke 15:22).
o The father restores the son’s dignity and position, celebrating his return instead
of condemning him.
e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:
o This restoration symbolizes how God not only forgives but also celebrates their
decision to turn their life around.
o As they pursue education, they’re stepping into a season of restoration,
reclaiming their purpose and future with God’s help.

4. Overcoming Judgment from Others



Key Verse: "The older brother became angry and refused to go in" (Luke 15:28).

o The older brother’s resentment reflects how some people might judge or reject
those with a complicated past.

Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:

o They might encounter people who doubt their transformation or question their
place in college or society. This part of the parable reminds them that their worth
comes from God, not others' opinions.

o God’s joy over their restoration outweighs human judgment, and they can stand
firm in their identity in Christ.

Mark 5:1-20, the story of Jesus healing the demon-possessed man in the region of the
Gerasenes, can deeply resonate with someone who is in college and formerly incarcerated.
This passage highlights themes of restoration, purpose, and the transformative power of Jesus,
making it relatable in several ways:

1. Jesus Meets Us Where We Are

The man in Mark 5 was living among the tombs, isolated and marginalized. Similarly,
someone who is formerly incarcerated might feel excluded or defined by their past.
Jesus intentionally crossed the sea to meet this man. This shows that no matter where
someone is, Jesus seeks them out with love and compassion.

College Connection: Students may feel like they don’t belong because of their past. This story
reminds them that Jesus sees their worth and meets them in their current season.

2. Breaking Spiritual Chains

The man in Mark 5 could not be bound by physical chains, as he broke them with his
unnatural strength. Yet, he remained spiritually bound and tormented until Jesus
intervened. This shows that true freedom comes not from physical release but from
spiritual healing.

Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:

o Just as the man was trapped in a cycle of torment despite his physical strength, a
student may feel spiritually or emotionally trapped by guilt, shame, or societal
judgment, even after being released from incarceration.

o Jesus’ Power to Free: Jesus has the power to break the chains of shame, guilt,
and labels, offering freedom and peace that no external force can provide.

College Connection: A formerly incarcerated student may feel weighed down by the
stigma of their past, but Jesus' transformative power allows them to embrace their true
identity as a beloved child of God. This freedom enables them to walk confidently into a
new season of growth and purpose.



3. Restoration and Redemption

e After his encounter with Jesus, the man was restored to his right mind and given a new
purpose. Jesus sent him back to his community to share his story, showing that his past
didn’t disqualify him—it became his testimony.

e This demonstrates that restoration is not just about personal healing but also about
finding a renewed purpose.

College Connection: Formerly incarcerated students might wonder if their past limits their
future. This passage emphasizes that Jesus redeems our past and uses it for good, equipping
them to inspire and lead others on campus.

4. A Testimony That Impacts Others

e The man’s testimony brought amazement to the Decapolis. Jesus didn’t ask him to stay
with Him but to go and tell others about the great things God had done.
e Sharing his transformation turned him into a living witness of God’s power and grace.

College Connection: Sharing their story on campus can be a powerful way for formerly
incarcerated students to witness to others. Their journey can inspire peers to believe in the
possibility of change and hope through Christ.

John 4:1-26, the story of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, is rich with
themes of acceptance, transformation, and purpose. This passage offers powerful insights for a
college student who is formerly incarcerated, as it illustrates how Jesus brings healing and
hope, regardless of one’s past.

1. Jesus Meets You Where You Are

o Key Verse: "Now he had to go through Samaria” (John 4:4).
o Jesus went out of His way to meet the Samaritan woman, breaking social norms
to have a personal and transformative conversation.
e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:
o Just as Jesus intentionally sought out the Samaritan woman, He seeks them out
no matter their background or circumstances.
o On a college campus, they might feel like an outsider because of their past, but
Jesus meets them in their current season, offering them hope and a future.



2. Jesus Knows Your Story but Offers Grace

e Key Verse: "You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have
had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband” (John 4:17-18).
o Jesus acknowledged the woman’s past but didn’t condemn her. Instead, He
offered her "living water"—eternal life and fulfillment.
e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:
o Their past mistakes may feel like a burden, but Jesus knows their story and
offers grace, not judgment.
o This reassurance encourages them to leave behind shame and embrace the new
identity Jesus provides as a beloved child of God.

3. True Fulfillment Comes from Jesus

e Key Verse: "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the
water | give them will never thirst" (John 4:13-14).
o Jesus contrasts temporary satisfaction with the lasting fulfillment that comes from
a relationship with Him.
e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:
o College life often brings pressures to seek fulfillment in grades, social status, or
achievements. However, true fulfillment is found in Christ.
o Jesus offers them peace and purpose that isn’t dependent on their past or
present circumstances.

4. A Transformed Life Leads to Purpose

e Key Verse: "Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to
the people, '‘Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did. Could this be the
Messiah?" (John 4:28-29).

o The Samaritan woman’s encounter with Jesus transformed her life. She became
one of the first evangelists, boldly sharing her story with her community.

e Connection to the Formerly Incarcerated Student:

o Their past doesn’t disqualify them—it equips them to be a powerful witness of
God’s grace and redemption.

o On campus, they can use their story to encourage and inspire others, showing
that Jesus can bring transformation to anyone.

Encouragement for Action:



1. Embrace Jesus’ Grace: Let go of guilt or shame and rest in the forgiveness and
acceptance Jesus offers.

2. Find True Fulfillment in Christ: Seek spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture, and
community, knowing that Jesus satisfies deeper needs than worldly success.

3. Share Your Story: Be bold in sharing how Jesus has transformed your life, encouraging
others on campus to seek Him.

This passage reminds the student that Jesus doesn’t see them for their past mistakes but for
their potential as a restored, purposeful follower of God. It empowers them to live out their faith
confidently, knowing they are deeply loved and called to make a difference.
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